
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   APRIL 10, 2016 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 112 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you consistently invite me to fish in the shadowy 
waters of my interior, especially when my life is troubled.  Your 
invitation is offered as a way of encouraging me to honor what 
my life contains by acknowledging it.  I never find anything I 
consider useful when I fish in my interior. Instead, I find 
variations on different ways I can escape being troubled.  As I 
reflect on this I am made aware that when I fish in my interior I 
am always looking for something specific: anything that will 
make me less troubled.  I look inwardly this way, rather than 
just noticing what comes to mind and allowing it to inform me 
about myself.  I focus on finding something, rather than on 
being aware of what you offer to me.  As I consider this I 
realize how urgent is my need to escape feeling troubled, and 
grasp that the urgency is what you are offering to me as 
something to be explored.  This urgency is not something I take 
seriously; however, it is something I constantly act on by 
escaping.  I wonder what you will offer as I ponder the urgency 
which drives me. 
 

 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 21:1-19 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 115 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 113 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for April 17, 2016 
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelations 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

 
FYI 
 Next week we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share and 
plan to stay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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…The Christian Easter… 
Easter is one component in a large and 
complex expansion of our personal life 
which God engineers and orchestrates 
within each of us throughout the course 
of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that 
is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness.  Easter is not the focus; 
the focus is this expansion of our 
personal life.  The experience of Easter 
involves 1) our mentally comprehending 
that this expansion which God engineers 
and orchestrates is irrepressible, that it 
surges back from anything we do to 
inhibit, impede and defeat it, and then 2) 
our emotionally resting in the truth that 
this expansion endures and does not 
yield to anything.  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 21:1-19 
Throughout the course of our life God engineers and 

orchestrates an expansion of our personal life, the purpose of 
which is to increase our capacity to live our life with greater 
congruence and consciousness. There are three aspects of God in 
Christianity, each of which does a particular piece of this work. The 
aspect to which we pay the most attention is the Second, which is 
known as Christ. The work Christ does is to raise into our awareness 
different parts of our life which are not generally in our awareness, 
and to maintain them in our awareness until we are able to own 
them as our own. Christ brings us insights about the person we are 
and encourages and supports our exploring them as the way to 
own them. 
 Today’s text comes to us during the season of Easter, and is 
presented as a description of Christ’s resurrecting, his returning to 
life in us after we have dismissed him and the work he is doing in 
us. So, how would we experience Christ resurrecting in us? This text 
specifically alerts us to Christ’s resurrecting being something we 
experience as a “realization,” that the fullness of life comes not by 
our holding onto what we already know, but by taking hold of what 
we are offered, especially when what we are offered is not what 
we already know and expect. When this insight penetrates the haze 
in which we normally live, and the insight registers in our 
awareness so that we begin to consider different ways of thinking 
and feeling, Christ has risen; he is seeking to get us to pay attention 
to something we would not normally attend to. 

Today’s text uses a metaphor about fishing—a body of water is 
commonly a symbol for the unconscious, and fishing is commonly 
a metaphor for looking at and into the unconscious in an effort to 
find something of value. The disciples go fishing in their usual way 
and catch nothing. Christ tells them to fish on the right side of the 
boat, and when they do they catch more fish than they can 
manage. The word “right” refers to the right side or hand, and is 
the feminine form of the word, with the implication of “as that 
which usually takes.” Its root is the verb “to receive,” which is 
subjective or passive, and has the sense of “to have offered to 
one.” This has nothing to do with roles for men and women; it has 

to do with an attitude of mind or a way of relating to our interior 
life where we are receptive to and pay attention to what is offered 
to our awareness rather than actively looking for something 
particular. If we come up empty when we fish in the interior of our 
life, we are advised to take hold of what is offered to us rather than 
hold onto what we know and expect. When the disciples take hold 
of what is offered they catch more than they can get into their boat. 
We might say—when we take hold of what we are offered we catch 
more than our ego can incorporate, although not more than our 
perceptual net can encompass. On our own we look and listen 
inwardly for what we already know. Christ encourages us to pay 
attention to what he offers, even though what he offers will be 
unfamiliar, and even though what is offered is more than we can 
take in at one time; we pay attention because some of what he 
offers will be used to nurture us. 

So, how do we experience Christ’s resurrection? We experience 
it as 1) our being repeatedly introduced to thoughts and feelings we 
resist and dismiss, something Christ does to expand our experience 
of ourselves; as 2) the insight or reminder that we generally listen 
and watch within for something specific, but it is more productive 
to be receptive, especially to what is unexpected or not even 
sought; and 3) as the reality that some of what was unexpected and 
has registered in our awareness nurtures and sustains us, contrary 
to our expectation. 
 Not only are we asked to take hold of what is offered, we are also 
encouraged to care for it, tend it, feed it, and nurture it. Christ asks 
us “Do you love me more than these [referring, I believe, to the 
other disciples]?” or if we internalize the question “Do you love me 
and what I do more than the familiar parts of your life with which 
you are already related?” If we say “Yes,” Christ says “Feed/tend my 
lambs/sheep,” referring to the unfamiliar which he offers us. There 
is a play on words in this text around the word “love.” The first two 
times Christ asks Peter “Do you love me?” the word used for love is 
the word “ag-a-pah’-o” [to love in a social or moral sense, as a 
matter of principle or duty, because it is the right thing to do]. When 
Peter responds to the question he uses a different word for “love,” 
“fil’eh-o,” which means to be a friend to [fond of], i.e. to have 



affection for. “Fil’eh-o” denotes personal attachment as a matter 
of sentiment or feeling. Christ is asking if we will care for the sheep 
[the unfamiliar] whether we feel like it or not. We say we will care 
for them when we feel like it. The third time Christ asks this 
question he uses the same word for love that Peter has used, so in 
essence he asks if we will care for the sheep if and when we feel 
like it. We answer “We will.” In other words: we will do it the way 
we can. Christ in essence replies: “Then do it your way.” In other 
words, Christ accepts that we will care for the unfamiliar in the way 
we are able, and then adds [verse 18]: “Very truly, I tell you, when 
you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out 
your hands and someone else will fasten a belt around you and 
take you where you do not wish to go.” I believe Christ is saying it 
is acceptable to care for the unfamiliar in the way we can, and that 
we need to be aware that the care we can give will change. We 
start out taking care of the unfamiliar aspects of our life when we 
feel like it; however, we are taught to take care of them whether 
we feel like it or not, because it is the right thing to do. In the 
process of caring for the sheep we learn to value them as we didn’t 
before. This shift in priorities in the way we live, which is a kind of 
death to our ego, is an illustration of what God is orchestrating 
within us, and as we respond to it our lives demonstrate the truth 
of what God is and does [the meaning of verse 19a]. 
 Part of what we learn during the season of Easter is to trust that 
life comes to us in a different way than the way we expect. We 
learn to focus not on what is familiar, but to focus on what is 
offered. We learn to care for what is unfamiliar not only when we 
feel like it, but also when we do not. It takes a while to learn to care 
for what is unfamiliar, especially when we do not feel like it. So 
Christ stays with us and says “Follow me.” The Greek word for 
“follow” means to be in the same way with, i.e. to accompany. 
Christ continues to bring what is unfamiliar to our awareness, and 
we continue to feel the/his encouragement to care for it. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-6-16, Lectionary Cycle C, John 21:1-19] 
 
 

 
 

Additional Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you consistently invite me to fish in the shadowy 
waters of my interior, especially when my life is troubled.  Your 
invitation is offered as a way of encouraging me to honor what 
my life contains by acknowledging it.  As far as I can tell, what 
my life contains is “zero” interest in fishing in the shadowy 
waters of my interior.  It is not easy for me to acknowledge this 
because I seem to feel that I should fish there.  The truth is, as 
far as I am able to know what is true, I just do not want to.  It is 
burdensome to look into my own interior, mostly because my 
interior is filled with so much of me I do not like, and I 
encounter so much criticism whenever I look into it.  As I think 
about this, it dawns on me that my interior not only contains 
lots of what I do not like about myself, it also contains things 
that are absent, like empathy, sympathy and compassion.  
There is nothing in my interior of what these words convey, 
nothing to offset and balance the judgment and criticism which 
make looking within so burdensome.  It strikes me that it is this 
absence that you are offering to me as something to be 
honored by being acknowledged, and then watched and 
considered. 

 
 


